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An Overview  

2009 Closes out a successful year 

C 
an you believe that Winter has 

come so quickly? 2009 was a won-

derful year, full of vast changes in the 

world around us. Let us take this time of 

year to reflect over the things we have ac-

complished as well as our short-comings so 

that we will become better in the year to 

come.  May we set our sites on the new 

year with a common goal and purpose, help 

those in economic distress and teach them 

how to care for themselves, generate a 

source of food to supplement their income. 

Together, we can help those in need build a 

foundation for themselves and carry on the 

tradition of giving to others. Let us go for-

ward and òPay it Forwardó as the 2000 

Warner Brothers movie suggests.  

The Community Vegetable Garden 

W 
aterStone Community Church 

has asked that Feeding Many 

oversee the community vegetable garden. 

Anyone who had a plot last year should 

contact Shirl Smith via email at 

shirl.smith@feedingmany.org to ensure 

that your plot is still reserved. If we do not 

hear form you, your plot will be distributed 

to other parties. You will receive instruc-

tions at that time as to whether your plot is 

still available and when we will open the 

garden for planting.  

 

 

We received assistance in the fall 

from our local Boy Scouts. They 

helped implement additional 

plots, we now have 63 plots. If 

you remember, we only had 24 

before. An additional community service 

day will be set aside for another Boy Scout 

Troop to install the irrigation system to 

these beds.  

 

We are still working diligently toward imple-

menting the community solar green houses; 

however, funding has pushed this back. If 

you have any information that will help 

Feeding Many reach this goal, please contact 

us. We love to receive additional assistance 

and volunteers.  

Community Fruit Orchard 

The orchard will have new additions this 

year. The trees that did not make it in this 

climate will be replaced. We experienced 

surprisingly high ratios for survival and are 

very pleased with the results. We are also 

working toward amending the holes for our 

new trees and the moving of current trees. 

We will announce the opportunity for vol-

unteering when a date is set, keep an eye on 

your email and our web site to receive up-

dates on this. 

 

New Look 

A s 2009 draws to a close and 2010 

tempts us with the thoughts of 

unknown adventures and future endeavors, 

Feeding Many looks toward that future, to-

ward the hope of a better tomorrow for 

everyone in our communities. We are cur-

rently working on the re-release of our web-

site and redesign of the company logo. We 

will announce to everyone on our mailing 

list when these new elements of Feeding 
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To protect the investment into our community, gates 

were installed at all opening. For the three opening large 

enough for vehicles, road-base was added to form a 

solid foundation for travel. 

Benefits of Raised Beds 
Raised bed gardens allow for a longer 
growing season... 
Because they warm up earlier in the spring 
than the ground allowing for earlier plant-
ing and can make protecting your plants an 
easier task when the unexpected early 
spring frost or early fall frost appear. 
Some other advantages are... 

¶ Limited traffic in the beds allows for less 
soil compaction 

¶ As foliage grows together the shade will 
suppress weed germination 

¶ You can gain higher yields and have less 
area to weed 

¶ Raised beds aid in better runoff and 
drainage, allowing soil to warm faster in 
the spring 

¶ Beds can be covered with plastic during 
spring rains, allowing for early planting 
even in rainy years 

Raised bed layouts make it easy to cover 
for spring and fall frost protection. And 
can be shaded in the hot summer 
Soil: 
As a much defined work area this allows 
the gardener to concentrate on soil im-
provement methods, the additions of or-
ganic matter, allowing for soil improvement 
in areas that have limited plant growth. 
Raised beds can be ideal for enabling per-
sons with limited mobility to garden. In our 
next news letter we will discuss what crops 
do well in raised beds and how we can best 
utilize the space for each. 
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